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GOVT OF N.C.T. OF DELHI
DEPARTMENT OF FOREST & WILDLIFE
VIKAS BHAWAN, A-BLOCK, 2"° FLOOR, I.P ESTATE, NEW DELHI-110002

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF RIDGE MANAGEMENT BOARD HELD UNDER
THE CHAIRMANSHIP OF CHIEF SECRETARY, CHAIRMAN RMB ON 3™ AUGUST
2017 at 3:00 PM TO DISCUSS THE ISSUES PERTAINING TO RIDGE FOREST
AREA

Meeting of the Ridge Management Board was held on 3" August 2017 at 3:00 PM under

the Chairmanship of Chief Secretary, Chairman RMB to discuss the issues pertaining to Ridge
forest area. The list of participants is annexed herewith.

The APCCF, Member Secretary briefed everyone present that the Ridge Management
Board has been reconstituted as the tenure of the NGOs has expired. The present constitution

of the Board is as follows:

Chief Secretary, Delhi : Chairman
Vice Chairman, DDA : Member
Secretary (E&F) : Member
Finance Secretary, Delhi : Member

Director, Centre for Science & Environment  : Member

(NGO)

Executive Director, Swechha (NGO) : Member

Addl. PCCF & CWLW, Delhi : Member

Addl. PCCF, Delhi : Member Secretary

The following agenda were discussed in the meeting:

1. Construction of Bird Rescue Centre at Rajokri
The Department of Forest and Wildlife has proposed to construct Bird Rescue Centre at
Rajokri on an area of 6 acres. The required engineering structures are proposed to be
constructed by the state PWD. Chairman, RMB inquired about the details of buildings
that are proposed to be constructed. The landscaper from PWD furnished a presentation
on the proposed construction and pointed out that 1 ha of the area will be under
construction. The Chairman also expressed that the type of building proposed for
construction in the Ridge area should invariably be under the category of green building,

having the concept of minimum consumption of energy. The building should not be
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flashy and must have in-built eco friendly features. RCC structures have to be avoided
and the structure should merge with the surrounding environs. He also suggested that
the vacant land should be maintained as green cover of indigenous species.

The operation of Bird Rescue Centre is a big challenge and Chairman suggested to

“explore the possibility of outsourcing the operationalisation of proposed Bird Rescue

Centre to any professional agency/NGO like Bombay Natural History Society.
The Board recommended the approval for the construction of Bird Rescue Centre to CEC
subject to the following conditions:

i.  The possibility of engaging any professional agency/NGO for dedicated staff in
management of the Bird Rescue Centre should be explored by the Department.

ii. ~ The building proposed to be constructed should be based on the concept of
Green Buildings (bamboo roof, thatched roof etc.) and the use of concrete
should be barest minimum. Furthermore, construction should be kept to be
minimum and all green areas maintained with indigenous species. Current
proposal to keep building below 1 ha of the total plot area of 2.428 ha may be
reviewed to reduce the actual construction area.

. Development of Johad in Bhatti Mines area by Delhi Jal Board

It was informed by Secretary (E&F) that it has been proposed to develop a johad (water
body) in Khasra No. 1873, Bhatti Village. The johad will be developed as a wetland with
an anaerobic chamber which would act as a point source for treatment of sewage from
the nearby village area.

The Board has recommended the proposal with the observation that the sewage water

should be treated well and should not result in contamination of ground water.

. Construction of sump well and pump house near Sewage Treatment Plant

(STP) at Ward No. 171 & 172 in South Zone

The representatives from the User Agency did not attend the meeting. Hence, the

Agenda was deferred.

Project on eco restoration of Central Ridge area through biodiversity

enrichment

a. The APCFF, Member Secretary of the Board briefed about restoration of indigenous
species in the ridge area. It was also informed that the proposal of introduction of

indigenous species has been planned in such a manner that canopy manipulation of
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exotic species without removing the standing crop but introduction of indigenous
species through artificial plantation. The Board agreed in priniciple that the concept
of introduction of indigenous species and making that knowledge available to people
of Delhi is vital. It was agreed that Dr Babu would be requested to present a detailed
budget, including what areas could be taken up for such work, in a phased manner.
The proposal, with the budget, would be discussed at the next meeting of the Board.

b. Recruitment for department: The Board also approved appointment of 06 Project
Associates (02 Sr. Project Associates @ X 60,000 p.m. and 04 Project Associates @ ¥
40,000 p.m.) for handling matters related to different aspects of restoration of
indigenous species in the Ridge area and demarcation of Southern Ridge area for a
period of 5 years. The Board also approved 01 Project Associate (Legal) (@ X 40,000
p.m.) to sort out legal issues related to ridge in the Courts of NGT and High Court at
a total cost of ¥ 192 lakh (for a period of 05 years). Both the cost will be borne from
the Ridge Management Board Fund. Approval of Competent Authority may be
obtained before appointment/recruitment.

5. Construction of International Craft Complex at Vasant Kunj: The Board was
informed that Ministry of Textiles has proposed construction of International Crafts
Complex at Plot-8, Vasant Kunj 6ver an area of 7153 sgm. The Board recommended the
proposal for consideration by CEC on the lines of conditions imposed by Hon'ble
Supreme Court of India in IA NO. 1868 in WP (C) 202/1995 titled ‘T.N. Godavarman
Thirumulpad Vs Union of India & Ors.” to deposit 5 % of the project cost for
conservation and development of Delhi Ridge Area into Ridge Management Board fund
by the User Agency as the project site falls within the Morphological Ridge area. The
area is also part of constraint area recognized by Hon’ble Supreme Court near JNU.

6. Construction of residential building for CISF at Maidangarhi: It was informed
that DDA has been allotting land in Morphological Ridge area without any information or
consent of RMB. The present proposal is for construction of residential building for CISF
at Maidangarhi. A small portion (81 sgm) of the proposed construction area is part of
the Morphological ridge. The area also falls under the Eco-sensitive Zone of Asola Bhatti
Wildlife Sanctuary.

After discussion, the Board decided to recommend the proposal to CEC with the

following observations:
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As informed by the User Agency the area of project site falling within
Morphological Ridge (81 sgm) will not be put to any use except greening
purposes.

The User Agency will ensure that no damage is inflicted on the flora and fauna of
Asola Bhatti Wildlife Sanctuary, in the construction as well as the operation
phase.

The User Agency will be responsible to ensure that the land of the Sanctuary
adjacent to the project site is not encroached upon at any time during
construction/operation.

Since the project area is part of Eco-Sensitive Zone the User Agency shall obtain
mandatory clearance from Ministry of Environment, Forest & Climate Change,
Govt. of India.

7. Development of alternative site for Gas Godown near MTNL office, Motia
Khan, New Delhi: In the absence of the representative from DDA the Agenda was
deferred.

8. Establishment of Wasté to Energy plant at Tehkhand, Okhla: South Delhi
Municipal Corporation intends to establish a waste to energy plant and engineered
landfill at Tehkhand, Okhla over an area of 50.431 acres. The proposal was discussed
and considering the overall requirement of the city, the Board decided to recommend
the proposal to CEC with the following observations:

Such proposals for establishment of landfills over Ridge area/Morphological ridge
area/forest land may be strictly avoided in future.

The User Agency shall submit a detailed timeline for reclamation of the land of
the existing landfill within @ maximum time period of 03 months.

That on the lines of conditions imposed by Hon'ble Supreme Court of India in IA
NO. 1868 in WP (C) 202/1995 titled T.N. Godavarman Thirumulpad Vs Union of
India & Ors. the User Agency shall deposit 5 % of the project cost for
conservation and development of Delhi Ridge Area into Ridge Management
Board fund by the User Agency as the project site falls within the Morphological
Ridge area.

While setting up the plant and landfill all the required steps will be taken to
ensure that least damage is caused to the Environment.
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Construction of 220 kV bays at substation, Sector-9, Vasant Kunj by Delhi
Transco Ltd.: The Agenda regarding construction of two 220kv bays on an area of
2800 m* in the already existing site of 220 kv substation at Vasant Kunj was placed
before the Board. The Board recommended the proposal to CEC on the lines of
conditions imposed by Hon’ble Supreme Court of India in IA NO. 1868 in WP (C)
202/1995 titled T.N. Godavarman Thirumulpad Vs Union of India & Ors. To deposit 5 %
of the project cost for conservation and development of Delhi Ridge Area into Ridge
Management Board fund by the User Agency as the project site falls within the
Morphological Ridge area.

Construction of Naval infrastructure at 183-Brar Square, Construction by
Ordnance Factory Board, New Delhi Office and Grant of clearance for
construction of office building for WESEE, at survey no. 183, Brar Square:
Three projects of Defense were discussed in detail as the Department claimed that these
projects were falling within the Central Ridge area. However, the User Agencies
(WESEE, Ordnance Factory Board and Indian Navy) claimed that the area allotted to
them is part of Morphological Ridge as mentioned in the records of Defense Estate
Office. The representative of DEO also insisted that the allotment has been made in
Morphological ridge.

The Chairman has taken a view that all the records related to the area should be
furnished by the User Agency and DEO as well as the Forest Department before the
Secretary (E&F) within a fortnight for a decision on whether the proposed sites are
located within the Central Ridge area or Morphological Ridge. He also asked the User
Agency to nominate one officer as nodal officer who can present their case before the
Secretary (E&F). He further stated that another meeting of RMB may be called after a
decision is taken by Secretary (E&F) regarding the location of land to 03 units of
Defense by DEO i.e. whether in Central Ridge or Morphological Ridge.

CC road construction upto Nanaksar Satsang Sabha: In the absence of the
representative from the User Agency, Agenda was deferred.

Laying of LILO (Loop in Loop Out) Transmission lines by Power Grid
Corporation: The Board was informed that Power Grid Corporation of India has
proposed to lay 3 transmission lines passing through Ridge area/Morphological Ridge.
The details of the lines being as follows:
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i. LILO of both circuit of 400 kV Samaypur-Bamrauli at Tughlakabad S/S (line
length 27.168 kms, passing through 27.68 ha. of forest area in South forest
division)

ii.  LILO of both circuit of 220 kV BTPS-Mehrauli TL at Tughlakabad and 220 kV D/C
Okhla-Tughlakabad TL (line length 1.77 kms)

iii. 220 kV Masjid moth-Tughlakabad TL (line length 5.8 kms)

Keeping in view the commitment of the Government to close the Badarpur plant by
June 2018, the proposal has been recommended by the Board for consideration by CEC
as establishment of towers need minimum land area. The User Agency shall deposit 5%
of project cost with the RMB fund on the lines of conditions imposed by Hon’ble
Supreme Court of India in IA NO. 1868 in WP (C) 202/1995 titled T.N. Godavarman
Thirumulpad Vs Union of India & Ors. for conservation and development of Delhi Ridge
Area as the project site falls within the Morphological Ridge area. The User Agency shall
also obtain necessary clearance under Forest (conservation) Act, 1980 for use of area
falling under Southern Ridge reserve forest.

Construction in Government Co-ed Senior Secondary School, Bhatti Mines: It
was informed that permission has been sought by Directorate of Education to carry out
construction/repair works in Government Co-ed Senior Secondary School, Sanjay Colony,
Bhatti Mines. APCCF, Member RMB stated that the school is located on Khasra No. 1910
of Bhatti Mines which is notified as Asola Bhatti Sanctuary. The Chairman directed the
Department of Education to explore the possibilities for de-notification of the land from
Sanctuary area and necessary clearances under Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980, Wildlife
Protection Act, 1972 in consultation with concerned authorities.

Setting up of Jan Suvidha Complexes in Ridge areas through DUSIB: Delhi
Urban Shelter Improvement Board has proposed establishment of Jan Suvidha
Complexes to meet out the norms of Swachh Bharat Mission in order to achieve the
target of making Delhi free from Open Defecation by 2" October 2017. The Board
agreed in-principle for construction of toilets in more or less in the present space
occupied by existing toilets. The Chairman also expressed his concern about Fecal
Sludge management issue. He asked the CEO, DUSIB to furnish the detailed
management plan for safe disposal of fecal sludge and its implementation in a scientific
manner to the satisfaction of the concerned authority.
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Considering the humane angle and in view of the ODF (Open Defecation Free)
commitment of the Government, the Board recommended the proposal to CEC for
establishment of 100 seats at Israel Camp and 60 seats at Shankar Camp.

Installation of 06 nos tube wells in Sanjay Nagar Colony: The Agenda was
deferred for want of additional information/clarification.

Installation of Base trans-receiver station in and around Delhi: The Agenda was
deferred for the next meeting of RMB.

Construction in the campus of South Asian University: The proposal from South
Asian University (SAU) for construction of hostels, student’s activity centre and sports
complex within the campus of SAU was examined by the Board. It was informed that
out of the total area for the proposed construction, 1953.16 sqm is part of notified forest
land (under 1994 and 1996 notification) and 6.2 ha is part of Morphological Ridge. An
area of around 2000 sq mtr within the allotted land in three blocks is part of Southern
Ridge Reserve Forest. The User Agency shall obtain necessary clearance under Forest
(conservation) Act, 1980 for use of area falling under Southern Ridge reserve forest. The
representative of SAU has assured that an area of 2000 sqm (approx) of the Southern
Ridge Reserve Forest will be maintained as green area by plantation of indigenous
species under the supervision of Forest Department. The Board recommended the
proposal to CEC subject to the condition that the User Agency shall deposit 5% of
project cost with the RMB fund on the lines of conditions imposed by Hon’ble Supreme
Court of India in IA NO. 1868 in WP (C) 202/1995 titled T.N. Godavarman Thirumulpad
Vs Union of India & Ors. for conservation and development of Delhi Ridge Area as the
project site falls within the Morphological Ridge area.

Construction of new buildings for up gradation of IIMC to international
standards: The proposal for construction of buildings for up gradation of IIMC was
taken up in the meeting. The Board was informed that while considering the proposal in
the last meeting it was decided that any new proposal for construction within the JNU
campus will not be considered until and unless the green area (369 acres) within the
JNU campus is demarcated.

The Chairman, RMB suggested that the if the documents pertaining to demarcation of
the green area (369 acres) is submitted to the Board within two weeks, the proposal
may be re-considered in the next meeting of RMB.
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Construction of Boundary Wall of DCPW, MHA at Central Ridge: As no
representative of MHA has attended the RMB meeting for the past two times, Chairman
RMB directed that the Agenda may be dropped till a fresh request is received from MHA.
Construction of Mahilpalpur By-pass connecting Ryan International School on

‘Mehrauli-Mahilpalpur Road to Shiv Murti on NH-48: Due to absence of the

representative from PWD in the meeting, the proposal was deferred.

Demarcation of Morphological Ridge based on GSI map and Morphological
features of Ridge to maintain the area as Natural Conservation Zone: Member
Secretary, RMB informed that the rocky area surrounding the Ridge reserved forests,
which is geo-morphologically similar to the rocky outcrops of the Aravalli range, was
identified as ‘Morphological Ridge’ based on the map of Geological Survey of India. As
per the order of the Delhi High Court dated 30.11.2011 in the case of Ashok Kumar
Tanwar vs. UOI &Ors. in WP(C) no. 3339/2011, any land falling under morphological
ridge, land recorded as ‘gairmumkin pahar’ in revenue records and notified Ridge forest
land will be considered as part of Delhi Ridge and clearance of Ridge Management Board
(RMB) & Central Empowered Committee (CEC) constituted by the Hon’ble Supreme
Court of India will be required for undertaking any developmental activities in that area.
As protection of boundaries of the Ridge area is one of the prime objectives of the Ridge
Management Board, it was decided that the Forest Department may take up the matter
at appropriate level with Survey of India or Forest Survey of India to identify and
demarcate the contiguous green patches in the Morphological Ridge area.

Final demarcation and notification of Ridge Forest land under Section 20 of
Indian Forest Act, 1927: After deliberations and discussions it was decided that
Revenue Department will physically handover encroachment free Southern Ridge area to
Forest Department on priority. The physical handover of land will entail the following:

i.  TSM survey and Lat. /Long. of all the points of Ridge Forest land being handed
over to the Department.

ii. ~ The Khasra details should also be provided along with map duly authenticated by
the Revenue Authorities. The map will be signed jointly by the revenue
authorities and the forest department.

ii.  The Department will inform the chairman RMB of the physical handover on the
date of the handover in writing.
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iv.  The Forest Department will put up the identification pillars on points provided by
Revenue Department and ensure endurable fencing of area to save the area
from encroachment. This will be done expeditiously. RMB will be kept informed
of the status of the handover and the area that remains to be handed
over/encroached upon on a regular basis.

V. The Forest Department will also assist in finalization of draft notification of ridge
forest land handed over by the Revenue Department.

The Chairman RMB also desired that the RMB may be informed regularly about the
progress in this regard. The Board also accorded in-principle approval for construction of

Boundary around the area so handed over, in order to protect it from further
encroachment.

(s

(A.K_ Shukla)
Addl. PCCF & HoD,
Member Secretary, RMB

F.No.11(26)/PA/DCF/95/Vol X/ Part 3/3395%-¢2 Dated:2% August 2017
Distribution:
1. Chairman, Central Empowered Committee, 2" Floor, Chanakya Bhawan, Chanakya Puri

2. The Vice- Chairman, DDA & Member, RMB, Vikas Sadan, INA, New Delhi.

3. The Pr. Secretary (Finance) & Member, RMB, Department of Finance, Govt. of NCT of
Delhi, 4™ Level, A- wing, Delhi Secretariat, IP Estate, New Delhi-110002.

4. The Secretary (E&F), Govt. of NCT of Delhi, 6" Level, C- wing, Delhi Secretariat, I. P.
Estate, New Delhi- 110002.

5. Ms. Sunita Narain, Director, Center for Science & Environment & Member, RMB, 41,
Tughlakabad Institutional Area, New Delhi -110062.

6. Executive Director, Swechha, R 84, Khirkee Extension, Malviya Nagar, New Delhi-India.

Copy to:
1. Chief Executive Officer, Delhi Jal Board, Varunalaya Phase-II, Karol Bagh, New Delhi.
2. Commissioner, SDMC, Dr. S.P.M. Civic Centre, 9" floor, JLN Marg, New Delhi-110002.
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Divisional Commissioner & Secretary (Revenue), Govt. of NCT of Delhi, 5 Sham Nath
Marg, New Delhi- 110054.

Development Commissioner (Handicrafts), Ministry of Textiles, Govt. of India, West
Block-7, RK Puram, New Delhi-110066.

. ‘District Magistrate, South District, South, Mehrauli - Badarpur Rd, Sainik Farm, New

Delhi-110030.

District Magistrate, South-East District, South East District, Old Gargi College Building,
Lajpat Nagar-1V, New Delhi-110024.

District Magistrate (New Delhi) 12/1, Jam Nagar House, Shahjahan Road, New Delhi-
110011

Conservator of Forests, 2" Floor, Vikas Bhawan, I.P. Estate, New Delhi-110002

Dy. Conservator of Forests (South), Near Dr. Karni Singh Shooting Range, Tughlakabad.
Dy. Conservator of Forests (West), Mandir Marg, Mandir Lane.

Deputy Registrar, IIMC, Aruna Asaf Ali Marg, New JNU Campus, New Delhi-110067
Commodore J.M. Gonsalves, Addl. Director General, WESEE, Ministry of Defence, West
Block-V, R.K. Puram, New Delhi

Sh. S.K. Jaiswal, Director, Ministry of Home Affairs, North Block, Central Secretariat,
New Delhi-110001

Pr. Chief Engineer (Projects), PWD, 9" Floor, MSO Building, New Delhi- 110002.

Chief Executive Officer, Delhi Urban Shelter Improvement Board, Punervas Bhawan, I.P.
Estate, New Delhi-110002. (23379626)

The Commanding Officer, INS India, Dalhousie Road, New Delhi-110011

Dy. DG (Coordination), Ordance Factory Board, New Delhi Office, G Block, New Delhi-
110011 (23013602, Fax-23015371)

Asstt. GM, Powergrid Corporation of India (Tughlakabad), Maharani Bagh Sub-Station,
Behlolpur Khadar, ISBT Sarai Kéle Khan, New Delhi-110013. (9873918520)

Spl. Director of Education (L&E), Directorate of Education, Estate Branch, Lucknow
Road, New Delhi-110054

Prof. C.R. Babu, CEMDE, Delhi University, Delhi-110007

DIG, CISF Unit, GBS, Ministry of Home Affairs, New Delhi

Executive Engineer, ND-II/DDA, Motia Khan, New Delhi-110055
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23. Manager (T) Civil-South, Delhi Transco Limited, IV/10, New Kilokari Colony, Near
Maharani Bagh, Ring Road, New Delhi-110014
24. Executive Engineer (PR)-II, South Zone under Bhishma Pitamah Flyover, Sewa Nagar,
New Delhi-110003.
Copy for kind information to:

1. PPS to Chief Secretary, 5" Level, Delhi Secretariat, New Delhi-110002

Oz
(A.K. $hukia)

Addl. PCCF & HoD,
Member Secretary, RMB
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